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Ringing in 2019 
By:  Amanda Kurtz, TAES Assistant Principal 

 

 With the holidays and 

Christmas vacation now 

concluded, we celebrate our 

successes achieved over almost 

half the school year completed 

at Tyrone Elementary.  Students and staff have 

been working hard and achievement is evident 

everywhere!  We are well prepared and excited to 

welcome 2019! 

 It’s still an incredibly magical time of year to 

find a few quiet moments every day to enjoy your 

children and spend quality time together.   Make 

connections with family, friends and neighbors.  

Volunteer at a local charity and teach your kids 

about the value about helping others.  Their spirit is 

contagious—reflect, relax and enjoy it! 

 Thank you to our school family who is so 

deeply dedicated and contributes daily to the 

success and safety of our children.   Have a happy, 

healthy New Year! 

 

January 2 & 21 
 Weather Make-up Days 

School in Session 
Daycare Open 

17 Marking Period Ends 

25 Report Cards 

Thank you to the 
TAES PTO and 

Albemarle 
employees—our 
2018-19 Literacy 
Partners.  Prior to 
Christmas break, 
each student at 

Tyrone Elementary 
received their very 

own brand new 
book! 

PTO Calendar—January 2019 

 

8th – PTO Meeting, 3:30pm, Small Gym  
11th – Popcorn Friday, 4th Grade  
17

th
 - Box Top Challenge for 2nd Marking Period Ends; Winners Prize TBA 

18
th
 - Box Top Challenge for 3rd Marking Period Begins 

25th – Popcorn Friday, 3rd Grade  



 
Santa’s Helpers  —by the Second Grade Team 

 Santa’s suit is worn 

out. He is tired of the 

same old red and white. 

“It’s time for a new suit,” 

said Santa.  

 Second Graders 

decided to help Santa 

with his suit problem. They 

found a new suit for 

Santa. Some thought 

he’d be better as a 

dancer, or maybe a 

football player. How 

about a scuba diver? Or 

maybe a hockey 

suit?  While all of these 

new suits were bright, 

shiny and useful, no one recognized Santa!  So second grade had to write a convincing 

writing piece to make sure all of Santa’s elves and all the children around the world knew it 

WAS Santa … or is it?  What do you believe?   

Spread Christmas Cheer by Singing Loud for All to Hear 

—by Mrs. Hipp, TAES Elementary Music Teacher 

 The TAES holiday music assembly was 

held Thursday, December 20 in the high school 

auditorium.  Students celebrated through sing-

alongs and by enjoying performances from the 

high school jazz band, Pops Extension show choir, 

and Vocal Attraction show choir.  Some grade lev-

els were featured as performers.  Teachers and 

staff enjoyed seeing current and former students 

providing holiday entertainment. 

 First and fourth grade students in Mrs. 

Estright’s and Mrs. Hipp’s music classes performed holiday songs complete with choreography.  

Pre-K classes did their best Christmas tree, reindeer and bell impressions.  Second grade classes 

they rapped about life in Tyrone Elementary School in their ugly Christmas sweaters.  Fourth 

grade students led in singalongs about Santa, and the whole school sang and danced together for 

the 12 days of Christmas! 

 Perhaps the best part of all was how the entire school came together to have fun and cele-

brate together through music.  Students were dressed festively in their Christmas PJs, and even 

many of the teachers joined in!  It was a day to remember here at TAES! 

“Kindergarten students rehearsing for the elementary sing-along songs” 



Building Simple Circuits 
By: The Fourth Grade Team 

 
Fourth grade students are becom-

ing electrical engineers, as they lean 

about electricity in science. Throughout 

this unit, the students are gaining hands-

on experiences and applying their 

knowledge to solve real world problems, 

using the engineering design process. In 

each of these scenarios, students have 

to rely on each other for ideas and find 

new ways to solve their problems col-

laboratively. Recently, the students ap-

plied their knowledge of circuits to cre-

ate a winter decoration for their homes 

that would light up, using only two pipe 

cleaners, an LED light, electrical tape, 

and a coin cell battery! 

All Aboard! 
—by the Third Grade Team 

 

During the month of December, 

third graders were busy 

traveling aboard The Polar 

Express. The students traveled 

through many continents, from 

North America, to South 

America, Africa, Antarctica, 

Australia, Asia, and Europe. 

We enjoyed a hot chocolate 

treat upon arriving at our final 

destination at the North Pole.  

 

Throughout the journey, the students created a 

souvenir from each stop to remember each tradition 

and custom.  



December is Busy 
—by: Mrs. Ingle, First Grade Teacher 

 
December is a busy month for everyone and in first 
grade it was no exception!  Mrs. Estright’s and Mrs. 
Hipp’s music classes, first graders worked hard to 
prepare for the always anticipated Christmas Assem-
bly. As students pushed down those butterflies to get 
up on the high school stage, they have been working 
hard to learn the words and motions to some fun holi-
day songs. Songs like Mittens and Gloves and La 
Navidad and I Want to be an Elf and Merry, Merry, 
Joy, Joy. We can’t wait to see our students perform! 
 
This year, in lieu of a door decorating contest, we 
decorated the hallway in an “Elves on Surveillance” 
theme. Students carefully constructed elves with their 
the faces as their own. They also colored Christmas 
lights to string across the ceiling for a festive touch.  
Throughout the month some first graders have been learning about the differences in gingerbread 
man stories, reindeer, and holiday traditions.  
 
All of us at first grade hope you enjoyed a Merry Christmas and relaxing break with your families.  

 

Congratulations to 

these students for 

being the top Box 

Top collectors in 

their grade level!  

 

 

 

Congratulations to Mrs. Sharbaugh’s class for 

winning the Box Top Challenge for the first 

marking period! 

To celebrate the 95th anniversary 

of MARTIN’S, they had a drawing 

contest.  The contest was for 

students in 3rd through 5th grade 

from all A+ registered schools are 

eligible to participate.  The 

contest was for students to draw 

what they think their local 

MARTIN’S will look like 95 years 

from now.  

Congratulations to Rachel 

Pederson for winning the 

MARTIN’S Foods contest! 
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From November 27-December 7th the Tyrone 

Area Elementary School participated in The 

Great Bedtime Story Pajama Drive.  The 

pajama drive partners with Scholastic Books 

and for each pair of pajamas donated, 

Scholastic gives a book with the pajamas to 

local children in need.   

This year the students of Tyrone Elementary 

had a goal of collecting 200 pair of pajamas.  

Working together, we well exceeded that 

goal, collecting 289 pair of pajamas!  On December 20, we 

celebrated with a school wide pajama day.   

Congratulations, Tyrone Elementary!   

—by:  Mrs. McCracken, Kindergarten Teacher 

Toddler 

Time 
—by Ms. Weber, TASD 

Daycare 

We are having so 

much fun in Ms. We-

ber’s Older Toddler 

room! We have been 

working on our matching skills. We are learning how to 

match shapes, colors, and patterns. The Older Tod-

dler’s also really love to sing! We are learning all the 

words to “Jingle Bells”, “Twinkle Twinkle Little Star”, “Do 

You Want to Build a Snowman?” plus many more! We 

are also working hard on potty training and we are do-

ing great! As part of a special project to spread Christ-

mas cheer, Ms. Weber, collaborated with Mrs. Dale’s 

Builder’s Club from the Middle School. We assisted in 

making Christmas cards for the residents of Epworth 

Manor. We had a wonderful time, as we also love to 

paint and decorate! Come by sometime to see us work-

ing hard and having fun while learning through play.  

Preschool Festivities 
—by Mrs. Raabe, PreK3 teacher 

 

In December, Preschool was busy 

celebrating the Holidays.  We 

participated in the 12 days of Christmas 

with special theme dress up days and 

many fun activities to go with it.  We also 

spent some time making ornaments and 

gifts for our parents.  And for the first time 

ever – both K3 and K4 performed in 

Christmas assemblies for our families.  It 

was a great show and put everyone in 

the Christmas spirit! 



Reading Team Recommends Top Five 
 
Winter is a great time to curl up with a great book.  Having a hard time choosing?  The TAES Reading Team 

is here to help.  So many wonderful books are out there, but the TAES Reading Team decided upon this "Top 

5" list of books to recommend for your reading pleasure.  Each of these is a reading treasure, both during and 

after the holidays! 

 

1. The Polar Express by Chris Van Allsburg– Mrs. Garda chose this 

book as a favorite Christmas classic which teaches the true meaning 

of Christmas and believing of the true spirit of Christmas.  

 

2.  Santa Kid by James Patterson - Mrs. Grieco likes how this book 

talks about Christmas from a different perspective...the perspective 

of Santa's daughter, Chrissie.  Chrissie is instrumental in saving the magic of Christmas in 

this creative book. 

 

3.  Curious George Plays in the Snow by Margret Rey and HA Rey- Mr. Shue says that 

this is a story to be cherished by all as George learns to have fun with all his adventures. 

   

4. Auntie Claus by Elise Primavera – Mrs. Garda states that this is the first book in a two 

book series.  This book explains the importance of “it better to give than to receive.” 

 

5.  The Night Before Christmas by Clement Moore - Mrs. Grieco enjoys reading 

this timeless poem to her own children every Christmas Eve as an ongoing fami-

ly tradition and hopes to continue this tradition for many years to come. 

 

No matter when or what you read—enjoy the special time with your children!   

Ideas for Winter Fun  —by Mrs. Chichester, Early Intervention Teacher 

Feeling recharged for the upcoming year?  Instead of being bored during the coldest months of the 

year, try some activities to keep everyone engaged and entertained!  Here are some easy and 

inexpensive activities you may wish to include:  

 Organize a home movie night with friends (include admission tickets, a candy bar and popcorn) 

 Bring out the board games 

 Camp out in the living room (make a tent with a sheet and chairs) 

 Try making slime or snow fluff (go online for recipes) 

 Visit the library 

 Go bowling 

 Allow creative drawing using window markers 

 Bake and decorate cookies 

 Create an obstacle course in your living room 

 Go ice skating 

 Take a drive and check out the holiday decorations and snowmen (when we get some snow!) 

 Have an in-home scavenger hunt 

 Have a kid-picked non-traditional dinner 

 

Children are only small for a short time.   Take time to enjoy life through the eyes of a child! 




